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New Construction Guidelines Continued 
 
5.    For electric services, the meter base or meter pedestal must be installed by a licensed electrical contractor and inspected             
       by the appropriate government agency.   
 
6.    Your electric meter must be protected from snow and ice falling from a roof, drain water, or other causes of damage.     
        Supplemental protection may be required if the location selected does not offer adequate protection. 
 
7.    Electric meters cannot be installed under or inside of any decks or porches. 
 
8.    If the service will cross under concrete, walkways only, 3 inch PVC, Schedule 40 conduit for the service will be required.     
       (You can save considerable expense by having the conduit installed before the concrete is poured). 
 
9.    Physically locate and mark on your site any underground facilities you may own prior to service installation.  CNMEC 
        is not responsible for damage to any unmarked facilities. 
 
10.  After the service route is to final grade (final ground level), please call CNMEC to schedule a time to energize your 
        Service. *Note - The service will not be energized if the service route is not to final grade. 
 

New Service Guide 
New Electric Construction Guidelines 
 
The following guidelines are intended to provide a general overview of the requirements for a new electric service.  Because 
each construction project is different, we encourage you to call us with any questions or concerns you may have regarding your 
project.  Please contact the New Construction department in the division nearest you and we will be happy to help. 
 

Charges for Electric Service 
 
To all customers requesting a new electric service, CNMEC will provide an electric line extension from the distribution electric 
line or transformer. Installation will be subject to an estimate.  We will also provide a meter free of charge.  You are required to 
furnish all right-of-ways necessary to install the electric distribution line extension and service.  The standard underground line 
extension and service does not include additional construction work such as boring under roads or streets, trenching of any 
kind, restoring asphalt or concrete surfaces, and any other unusual construction obstacles. You will be charged for additional 
construction work that is not included in the standard line extension and service.  If this additional work is required after the 
initial payment has been made, the additional charges must be paid prior to the meter being set.  Should you be responsible for 
paying construction costs for distribution lines, CNMEC will contribute towards the construction costs in the form of a line 
extension allowance. 
 
The line extension allowance will be credited against the construction costs.  For residential customers, that allowance is  
$6750.00 for a singlewide mobile home on a permanent foundation, $6750.00 for a doublewide mobile home on a permanent 
foundation, $6750.00 for a stick built home, and $6750.00 for small services.  For commercial and irrigation customers call 
CNMEC.  If any construction costs remain after the allowance is applied, you will be responsible for paying the balance before 
your service can be installed.  Customers will receive a refund if the final actual costs are less than the estimate total.  If actual 
costs are more than the estimate total no additional charge to the customer.  In addition to costs associated with installation, 
you are responsible for any private roadway, landscape, or vegetation restoration after the service is installed.  Opening and 
closing the ditches (minimum of 42 inches).  Ditches must be backfilled before we can energize the service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 





 

 

 

 Prohibited locations for electric meters: 

 Metering equipment shall not be installed in the locations specified below and are subject to 

CNMEC approval. 

(1)  Under or inside any decks or porches.  

 (2) Areas subject to vibration, fumes, corrosive vapors, etc. 

(3)  Over ramps or stairways.  

 (4)  Extending over narrow alleys or adjoining property. 

 (5) Areas accessible only through trapdoors or hatches. 

 (6) Areas accessible only by ladder.   

(7) On portable buildings, or portable temporary structures. 

 (8) Inside dwelling additions, room extensions, sheds, or  

buildings.  

 (9) Areas that expose Cooperative personnel to potentially hazardous conditions. 

 (10)  All electric metering locations shall be readily accessible, and be compliant  

with applicable codes, laws, and ordinances of the inspection authority having jurisdiction 

along with CNMEC specifications and guidelines. 

 

 
































