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Electric Co-ops Grow for the Communities They Serve

October is National Co-op Month, and CNMEC is
joining cooperatives across the U.S. to celebrate. Co-
ops come in all shapes and sizes, but they each have
a common goal: to provide goods or services for the
members of the co-op.

Electric co-ops, including CNMEC, exist to serve their
members. Our priority is to provide affordable, reliable
energy to our local communities. Because we are led by
you, the members we serve, we can evolve to meet your
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Electric cooperatives
are joining co-ops
across the U.S. to
celebrate National
Co-op Month.

As your local electric
CO-0p, OuUr services
are shaped to meet
your specific needs.
We love growing with
you, the members we
are proud to serve.

needs.

This October, as we celebrate Co-op Month, we’re
focusing on the ways “Co-ops Grow” for their members.

Co-ops Grow Communities: Co-ops help communities
grow by promoting economic empowerment, fostering
community engagement and supporting the unique needs
of co-op members. “Concern for Community” is one

of our core principles and being community-focused is
essential to everything we do.

Co-ops Grow Together: Co-ops are all about
cooperation, not competition. That’s why electric co-
ops work together to share lessons learned, successful
strategies and better ways to serve our members. We’re
better when we grow together!

Co-ops Grow Tomorrow’s Leaders: Electric co-ops serve as fertile ground for growing
tomorrow’s leaders through a variety of youth engagement programs. Whether through school
demonstrations, community events or the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour and CNMEC
Education Foundation Scholarship programs, we’re committed to providing opportunities for
local youth to learn and thrive in our community and beyond.

Co-ops Grow for You: At CNMEC, your satisfaction is our number one goal. It’s why we were
formed many years ago to fulfill a uniquely local purpose. We’ve come a long way since then,
and your needs continue to evolve. That’s why we’ll never stop growing for you!
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Energy
Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Did you know using
your dishwasher is
more energy efficient
than washing a load
of dishes by hand? To
maximize efficiency,
wash full loads in the
dishwasher and don't
block the arms or
other parts that move
while the appliance is
in use.

For additional
savings, turn

Spooky Energy Saving
By Abby Berry

This spooky season, we're sharing a few energy-saving tricks so you can treat yourself to
lower energy bills. Here are four simple ways to summon the spirit of energy efficiency.

Conjure instant savings with a smart thermostat. One of the easiest ways to save energy
is through thermostat control, since home heating and cooling account for a large portion
of monthly energy use. Smart thermostats can help you manage heating and cooling costs
by learning your daily routine and adjusting the temperature settings accordingly. You can
control a smart thermostat from anywhere (through your smart phone), which allows you
to prevent unnecessary energy consumption while you're away.

Get rid of goosebumps by eliminating ghostly drafts. The winter chill is just around the
corner, so now is the time to seal air leaks around your home. Apply caulk and weather-
stripping around drafty windows and doors to make your home more comfortable and
lower energy use.

Illuminate your lair with energy eflicient lighting. LED bulbs use 75% less energy and
last 25 times longer than incandescent light bulbs. Make the switch to reduce energy used
for lighting. Remember to use LEDs when it’s time to decorate for the upcoming holiday
season. LED light strings offer an average of 88% energy savings compared to traditional
incandescent light strings.

Stir up savings with counter-top cauldrons. Cooler weather summons our favorite soup
recipes. Small counter-top appliances like slow cookers use less energy than cooking meals
on the stove-top. Grab your book of spells (or recipes) and start stirring up savings in the

on the “air dry”

setting instead

of using the
“heat dry” setting
and use a rinse
aid to help dishes
dry faster without
spotting and
streaking.

Source: Dept. of Energy
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When we look around our homes, there are many opportunities to save energy. So this
spooky season, investigate your space and unlock a different kind of magic, the kind that
brings real energy savings.



